
�T
hrough Peacebuilders
I am

 learning how

I can m
ake a difference

in m
y com

m
unity.�

A
 program

 of the Bernardin C
enter 

at C
atholic T

heological U
nion in C

hicago

"T
hrough Peacebuilders I am

 learning
how

 I can m
ake a difference in m

y 
com

m
unity.M

y m
entors helped m

e m
ake

connections and rem
ind m

e that I am
not alone.For m

e that really helps."
R

yan M
roz,St.V

iator H
igh School

"[M
y m

inistry site] exposed m
e 

to people I never knew
 existed.

I learned from
 the fam

ilies that they
are just trying to m

ake a life for
them

selves.I know
 w

hat is really
happening now

 and I have to live in
w

ays that honor their lives."  
H

illary H
olzer,Trinity H

igh School

"Everyone w
as singing during 

the w
orship tim

es because w
e 

all w
anted to.It's like this is right,

the w
ay it should be�

I w
ant m

y 
church to be like this." 
R

ichard Falls Jr.,St.R
ita H

igh School

"T
his is really the first tim

e 
anyone in the church took m

e 
seriously�

they listened."
K

atie M
eyer,N

azareth A
cadem

y

M
ission Statem

ent

R
ooted in the church's m

ission of peacem
aking

and reconciliation, and inspired by the vision 

and passion of C
ardinal Joseph B

ernardin, the

P
eacebuilders Initiative at C

atholic T
heological

U
nion seeks to encourage and m

entor youth to

aw
aken their m

inds and hearts tow
ard m

inistry

w
ithin the church as a lifelong vocation. 

In a culturally diverse urban setting, this 

integrated program
 of study, m

inistry, prayer, and

reflection provides for a deepening and enriching

of the faith of the participants, w
hile offering them

the opportunity to challenge each other to forge a

vision of their future as C
hristians com

m
itted to

serving the church and society.

T
he Bernardin C

enter for T
heology and M

inistry
at C

atholic T
heological U

nion
5401 South C

ornell A
venue

C
hicago,IL 60615
773.684.1056

w
w

w
.p

eaceb
u

ild
ersin

itiative.o
rg

W
hat T

hey�re Saying...

B
elow

: S
t. R

ita H
igh S

chool graduate A
ndy T

aube visits w
ith a resident

at his m
inistry site, M

isericordia H
om

e, on C
hicago�s northside. 



A
 Sign of H

ope
W

e live in a violent and conflict-ridden w
orld.

W
ar,poverty,oppression,and injustice highlight each

day's new
s,and people are increasingly disconnected

from
 their com

m
unities in a culture of individualism

and consum
erism

.

Yet there are signs of hope.Young people today 
express idealism

 and optim
ism

 that stand up against
this prevailing negativity.H

igh school youth w
ant to

seek m
eaning in their lives,to deepen their spirituality,

"to do good things for others." 

N
ow

 m
ore than ever,church and society need young

people of faith,w
ho are steeped in the traditions and

practice of w
isdom

,peace,forgiveness,and reconcilia-
tion...a new

 generation of young C
atholic leaders.

T
hat's w

here the Peacebuilders Initiative 
com

es in.

"D
uring the Peacebuilders w

eek 
I learned about different cultures,
religions,and a lot about m

yself.
N

ow
 I w

ant to put m
y faith into

action,real action."
K

asey C
onrad,

H
oly Fam

ily Parish

"T
hank you for giving this w

onderful experience
to [our daughter] K

ate.She feels it has m
ade a

huge im
pact on her life,and w

e can see how
 it

has truly opened her eyes...You are perform
ing 

a very valuable,life-changing service for our 
youth,and w

e are grateful that K
ate has been 

able to be a part of it."
R

egina K
inasz,m

other of K
ate K

inasz,
St.V

iator H
igh School 

"Building peace is not about us
as individuals doing our ow

n
good deeds.Building peace is
hard w

ork and can only be done
w

ith the com
m

unity and for the
com

m
unity.� 

Lucy G
am

boa,St.C
harles B

orrom
eo Parish

C
alled to B

e Peacebuilders
T

he Peacebuilders Initiative
w

as founded by 

C
atholic T

heological U
nion, the largest C

atholic 

graduate school of theology in N
orth A

m
erica. S

ince its

inception, the trem
endous im

pact of P
eacebuilders has

been deeply felt by the high school students, their fam
i-

lies, their com
m

unities, and the church. 

W
e need your help

to continue this vital 

program
. T

o keep the registration fee affordable for the

young people, w
e reach out to others for assistance.

Please consider supporting the Peacebuilders

Initiative.
W

ith your financial support, P
eacebuilders

can encourage even m
ore young people each year to

bring their gifts of leadership, positive action, and hope

to their com
m

unities, for the betterm
ent of all.  

For m
ore inform

ation or to m
ake a gift: 

P
eacebuilders Initiative at C

atholic T
heological U

nion 
5401 S

. C
ornell A

ve., C
hicago, IL

60615
P

h 773.684.1056   E
m

ail  peacebuilders@
ctu.edu

G
ive online: V

isit
w

w
w

.ctu.edu, go to �M
ake a gift.� 

S
elect �P

eacebuilders Initiative� under G
ift Inform

ation.

Photos by D
aniel O

�Connell A
 U

nique Program
 

T
he Peacebuilders Initiative

is an innovative 
m

inistry and leadership developm
ent program

 spon-
sored by C

atholic T
heological U

nion, geared for high
school youth. O

riginally funded in 2001 by the Lilly
E

ndow
m

ent Inc., P
eacebuilders challenges young m

en
and w

om
en to explore the theology of peace and 

deepen their understanding of their faith. H
igh school

students chosen to participate in P
eacebuilders learn the

skills necessary for leadership, conflict resolution, and
peacem

aking. G
uided by dedicated teachers and m

en-
tors, the P

eacebuilders experience is grounded in
prayer,reflection, and faith sharing. 

T
he Peacebuilders Initiative em

ploys a holistic, 
com

prehensive approach to open the eyes and hearts of
young people to a call to m

inistry. T
his unique approach

includes: 
The Sum

m
er Program

�
a w

eek-long session 
featuring theology taught by C

T
U

faculty, along w
ith 

liturgy, and practical, hands-on m
inistry 

The Peace Project�
to im

plem
ent the skills and 

experience participants gained in the sum
m

er 
session in a project they create to prom

ote peace 
and justice in their schools and com

m
unities. 

Follow
-up R

etreats�
keep the participants 

connected and grounded in their com
m

on faith
experience, and provide support for their ongoing 
P

eace P
rojects. 


